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lows was addressed to Commander Evans for his information

and guidance:

U. S. S. Baltimore,
VALPARAISO, CHILE,

December 10, 1891.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that in obedience to orders received
from the Honorable Secretary of the Navy, I will sail with this vessel for San
Francisco, Cal., on Friday morning at nine o'clock.

My instructions from the Commander-in-Chief of the Pacific, Squadron
are enclosed for your information and guidance. Supplementing these in-
structions, the Secretary of the Navy directed me to avoid as far as possible
giving offense to Chilean authorities.

My orders are, to proceed to San Francisco with despatch. 1 shall stop at
Callao for coal and news and will go from there direct, to San Francisco.

The report of the attack upon my men, with copies of al correspondence
I have had with the Intendente of Valparaiso, are in the Minister's possession
at Santiago, as I was directed by the Secretary of the Navy. I would advise
you to put yourself into communication with the Minister at the earliest mo-
ment after my departure.

In leaving this port I shall take with me the Captain and his family, and
also five sailors., from the American ship Rappahannock, burned at Juan Fer-
nandez, all of whom are destitute; but I will not allow any political refugees
to take passage in the ship. If such should be reported, as doubtless will be
the case after I sail, you may authoritatively deny it.

Very respectfully,

W. S. SCHIJBT,
Captain, Commanding,

Senior officer present.
Commander R. D. EVANS, IT. S. N.,

Commanding U. S. S. Yorktown, 3d Rate.

It was explained to Commander Evans that the stop at Cal-
lao was mainly to ascertain the state of affairs, and that the
Baltimore would return if matters grew worse after she had
departed.

Other letters were written saying farewell to our Minister,
Mr. Egan, and to our Consul, Colonel W. B. McCreery, a ster-
ling American and an able assistant to our Minister in those
dark days. Colonel MeCreery was a veteran of the Civil War,
and to him the sounds and excitements of war revived old sensa-
tions. Like the Minister, he was a tower of strength to the
country in such times. One other fearless and noble American
in Valparaiso was Mr. Frederick May, of "Washington, a nephew Mare Island to facilitate repairs after her
